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NEVER GIVE UP

A DREAM OF MINE
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WHAT'S INSIDE?
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student in Grade 8 because that
was the time my father passed
away. It was a very confusing
time for me, especially that he
was one of the main reasons why
I wanted to get honors in school.
When he heard the news that I
was a top student in Grade 7, he
was extremely proud of me. He
even took me out for ice cream. I
didn't realize that that was the
last time he would do so. But
over time, I realized that I need
to keep going so I can make him
even prouder in heaven. It's a
really great feeling to be able to
receive academic certificates
that attest to my hard work. So,
whatever challenges might lie
ahead, I won't stop because I
have a dream and my dream is to
get my family out of poverty. I
want them to be able to buy the
things they want and that they
don't have to think about how to
put food on the table. That we
will be the ones to provide for
them, not the other way around. 

So, to everyone out there who
are thinking of giving up on their
dreams, have courage because
this is one of God's challenges.
Just work hard and it will come
at the right time.  

different things. Before, I
wanted to become a doctor
because that's what my friends
also wanted or what most kids
dreamed of becoming. At this
time, being an engineer is what I
really see myself doing in the
future. I've been told, though,
that pursuing this degree will be
costly. But as they say, if you
want something, you'll find a
way to get it. That's how it
works, doesn't it? You won't be
able to reach your dreams if you
won't do something about it.
That's why education is also
important for me because I
believe it will help me realize my
dreams. If we don't study well, it
will be difficult to get what we
want. Just like in football, I'm
able to go places I only wished
to go to before. Our coach in
Payatas FC, Coach Roy, has also
been a big inspiration for me
because he's always patient in
teaching us. He's fond of
motivating us and I get to apply
much of what he teaches us in
school as well.

With hard work and patience, I
became a top student in my
school for Grade 7, Grade 9, and
Grade 10. I didn't become a top
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My name is Leian, I am one of
the players for the Payatas
Football Club. For me, it is
essential for us to know the
importance of the word
"dream". I believe it is one of
our purposes in life. Every
person has a dream and wants
to achieve it. Although, there
are also people who easily give
up on their dreams when times
get rough. Especially when
you're poor, sometimes you
can't help but think that maybe
you won't be able to reach your
dreams or that you won't get
anywhere because of your
situation. But that shouldn't be
the case. Whatever obstacles
might stand in the way of our
dreams, we shouldn't easily give
up on them.

When I was younger, I dreamed
of becoming a doctor, but it
changed over time. Now, my
dream is to become an
engineer. I realized that our
wants and dreams are two 

B Y  L E I A N ,  1 8

NEVER GIVE
UP

-image taken before lockdown



-JOROSS, 12

T H E  P A Y A T A S  P A P E R  2 0 2 0 : 9 P A G E  3

ARTISTS' CORNER
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day that no one in our
community will get
discriminated, that people here
don't have dreams or that we
won't get anywhere in life just
because we're from Payatas. 

Just like me, many of the kids
here have dreams but struggle
to meet their basic needs. But I
still believe we can all fulfill our
dreams especially that there are
people who are willing to help.
It costs nothing to dream. We
just need to keep working on it
and not lose hope.  

Someday, I want to be a teacher
and I also want to be a coach for
the Philippine national team. But
before all that, I really want to
finish my studies so I can repay
all the hard work and sacrifices
my parents did for me and my
siblings.

My dream for the kids here in
Payatas is that hopefully they
will also be given the
to pursue their education, to be
able to eat three times a day,
and that their parents are able
to get stable jobs. I dream of the 

My dream is to become
a police officer
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When I was younger, my
siblings talked a lot about their
dreams and I enjoyed listening
to them. One of my sisters
wanted to become a teacher,
another one wanted to work in
a big company, my brother
wanted to be a policeman. Here
in Payatas, most kids dream of
finishing their studies. Though,
not too many people are able to
go to college and mostly for
financial reasons. 

In my family, there was a time
where all of us six kids were
studying at the same time. I
would see how hard my papa
and mama worked just to be
able to send us to school. There
were even times where we
didn't have an allowance but my
brothers and sisters didn't want
to miss school and still went to
their classes. They went to
school until they're able to
reach college. That's when I
learned that if you have a
dream, you should do
everything in your power to
achieve it. Since then, I always
took inspiration from my family
on the journey to fulfill my own
dream.

Now, I am one of the scholars at
Fairplay and also a player for
Payatas FC. I won't waste the
opportunity given to me by
those who believe in me. I have
so many things I want to do. 

opportunity
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Ako’y isang bata na may pangarap at mithiin
Mai-ahon ko lamang ang aking pamilya sa kahirapan
Bata pa man ay lubos na pagsisikapan
Upang pangarap para sa kanila ay aking makamtan.
 
Mahal kong mga magulang ay naghihirap
Para sa aking kinabukasan at hinaharap
Ako’y mag-aaral nang mabuti at magsisikap
Patungo sa aking mga minimithing pangarap.
 
Unti-unting aabutin mga inaasam-asam na mithiin
Pangarap na balang araw dalangin ay makamtan
Kasama ang pamilya sa bawat pagsubok at suliranin
Kapit-bisig namin itong malalagpasan din.
 
Paghihirap ng aking mga magulang ay susuklian
Hindi titigil sa pangarap hangga’t di makakamtan
Patuloy lang itong aabutin kahit dahan-dahan
Para sa kanila ito’y aking ipaglalaban.
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FINISH THE MAZE!


