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During this time of lockdown,
there are still a lot of people who
do not have access to shelter. In
my community here in Payatas,
houses are usually small and
congested. My name is Roseann
and I grew up living in a
makeshift home. 
 
There are many of us in my family
and when we go to sleep, we
share our beds and are usually
cramped a small space. You can
clearly hear the chattering in the
streets and the neighbors
because the only thing separating
the houses are thin walls. When a
family is up in the morning,
everyone in our area will also be
up. Oftentimes, I don't have
enough sleep because I have to
wake up very early to fix my 

wake up very early just to fix my
covers because I now have my very
own bed and a fan. I can finally say
that I am living in a safe space.
 
I don't hear chattering in the
streets because my dormmates and
I are probably the noisy ones now
since we have a lot of fun together.
Our main problem here is how we
can clean every corner of this place
because it's way bigger than the
houses we grew up in, and we have
this all to ourselves.
 
I'm grateful that we are given a safe
space to live in especially during
this time. I dream that one day
nobody has to live or sleep in the
streets and that everyone gets the
opportunity to have a proper home.

covers and clear a path for us to
walk on. Sometimes, the electricity
goes out and it gets very hot. We
would just lay down some covers on
the street outside our house so we
can sleep with some cold air.
 
That's why when I was given the
chance to stay at the Fairplay dorm,
I was extremely happy. I was one of
the youth here in Payatas who was
given a place where I'm able to
move freely. A place where I can't
be disturbed with the noise from
the neighbors. We always have
eletricity so I don't have to sleep
outside of our house when it gets
hot anymore. We also have running
water that we can use to bathe
ourselves with and wash our
clothes so I don't have to fetch
water anymore. I also don't have to 
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-JOROSS, 12
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Justin is a kind, loving, and
brave kid. I met him at the
Fairplay Youth Center and I
once accompanied his mom at
the Children's Hospital to visit
him and keep him company. He
was one of the kids in Payatas
who once stayed at the Fairplay
dorm together with his brother
and cousin. I didn't get to be
dormmates with him because
his family eventually moved to
Rizal. What I admire most about
him is his bravery and
determination amid his health
condition. He continues to fight
and live life as best as he could.
 
 

Justin is very sweet and always
looks out for everyone. I
remember when I used to walk by
the Youth Center, I would always
see Justin sitting and happily
watching his friends playing. He
doesn't usually join them because
he knows he easily loses his
breath when playing, so instead,
he would cheer for them. 
 
Many people went to visit Justin
at the hospital. Many of them
shared that he always has
something to say and is very
talkative. When their visit ends,
he would chat them up to just say 
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hello or share stories about his
experiences in the hospital.
 
As I write this letter, I remember
his smile, his laughter, and all the
times he made us happy. It wasn't
long ago when we were still
hanging out together. His
memories will always be treasured
in the hearts of those who love him. 
 
Justin is the proof that no matter
what problems or health conditions
we might face, we can still live a
happy and meaningful life. Let us
not be afraid to fight because if we
stay afraid, we can't enjoy the life
that we have. Justin, at the early

 
Continued on next page...
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CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCE?
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Bubuo ulit ako ng maraming alaala
Sa mga bagong tao na aking makakasama.

 Salamat sa isang mabuting banyaga
Kami’y itinuring na parang pamilya.

 
Pinatuloy sa tahanang dapat para sa mga bata

Ngayon kami na ang nakatira.
Malaki ito para sa aming lahat

Ito ay aking lubos na ipinagpapasalamat.
 

Sa tahanang ito ko natutunan
Kumilos nang hindi inuutusan.

Bawat sulok ay dapat linisan
Dahil ito na ang pangalawa naming tahanan.

 
Kung dumating man ang maraming taon

At ako’y aalis na at saan na paroroon.
Magtagumpay man ang pangarap ko sa tamang panahon

Hindi ko kakalimutan ang mga taong sa akin ay tumulong.
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age of 14, was not afraid to fight
his disease and did not lose
hope that he will someday get
better. But time has come that
God would end his suffering.
Justin has finished his mission
here on Earth and is now in
heaven with God. 
 
Justin, wherever you are right
now, we know you are happy. In
that place, you will never get
sick and suffer anymore. In that
place, everything is beautiful
and life has no end. 
 
We love you, Justin!


